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Here we will outline the process for taking a MSI or EXE based installer and creating an application for deployment. The application based model
in MECM is stateful. There is a client side evaluation of the installed state of the application which is reported back to the MECM server. The
application is then made available or mandatorily installed based on the state of the client machine.
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Creating an application from an MSI based installer

1.

Under the Software Library section, right-click on Applications and choose to Create Application.
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. Browse to the msi file and select it. You should store the file in \\sprockets\uploads\yourfoldername\applicationfolder (each application

should be in its own folder).
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7] Create Application Wizard

Import Information
Summary
Progress

Completion

General

Specify settings for this application

Applications contain software that you can deploy to users and devices in your Configuration Manager environment.
Applications can cortain muttiple deployment types that customize the installation behavior of the application.

Automatically detect information about this application from instaliation files:

Type: Windows Installer {* msi file) hd ]

Location \\scem'\AppDeployment\Software\Adobe Flash Player 15.0.0.189 Active

Example: \\Server\Share'\File

(2 Manually specify the application information

You will see a window with the imported information. All the necessary settings have

=

automatically been configured.
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Progress

Completion

4 m ] »

ion

View imported information

Application information successfully imported from the Windows Installer (*msi file) file

Details

Application name: Adobe Flash Player 15 ActiveX -
Publisher:
Software version:

Deployment type name: Adobe Flash Player 15 ActiveX, - Windows Installer (" msi file)
Product Code: {BCBACT7D-6A6F-491F-BEED-2958FD9CECAE}
Installation behavior: Install for system

Cortent location: “\scem'\App Deployment'\Software\Adobe Flash Player 15.0.0.189 ActiveX
MNumber of files: 1

Content files:
install_flash_player_15_active_xmsi

To meodify any details from the imported information. click Next. To exit this wizard without creating the application,
click Cancel

[ sPrevious | [ Net> | [ Summay |[ Concel |

4. Click Next. You may optionally add additional information, or accept the defaults. By default, it will install for all users.



|47 Create Application Wizard X
gﬂ General Information Q
e Specify information about this application
Import Information
General Information
Summary
Name: |Adobe Flash Player 15 ActiveX. ‘
Progress
Completion Administrator comments: | ‘
Publisher: [ |
Software version [ |
Optional reference: | ‘
Administrative categories: | Select...
Specify the installation program for this application and the required installation rights.
Installation program: msiexec /i "setup.msi” /q Browse...
[ Run installation program as 32-bit process on 64-bit clients.
Install behavior: | Install for system >
< Previous Next > Summary Cancel
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Creating an application from an EXE based Installer

Using an EXE based installer requires some manual configuration. This example will use the common freeware application Notepad++.

1. Under the Software Library section, right-click on Applications and choose to Create Application.
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2. Select Manually specify the application information and click Next.
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Specify settings for this application

General Information

Application Catalog

Deployment Types Applications contain software that you can deploy to users and devices in your Configuration Manager environment.
5 Applications can cortain multiple deployment types that customize the installation behavior of the appiication

ummary
Progress
Completion
() Automatically detect information about this application from installation files
7 Windows Installer {* msi file)
@ Manually specify the application information
|
:
L — |
3. Specify a name for the application and fill out any other fields as is appropriate.
' -—— T —
7] Create Application Wizard - - — — ==

g! General Information
e Specify information about this application

Application Catalog

Deployment Types Name: Notepad-++ 6,68
Sy Administrator comments: Afrestext edtor -
Progress -
Completion Publisher Don Ho Software version 668

Optional reference:

Administrative categories - Select...
[ Date published 101472004

[ Allow this application to be installed from the Install Application task sequence action without being deployed

Specify the administrative users who are responsible for this application
Owners cleller BErowse..

Support contacts. cleller Browse

T

4. The next window lets you specify the attributes for the application catalog. You can leave the default settings for now.



{i] Create Application Wizard
il

g’ Application Catalog

General Specify the Configuration Manager Application Catalog entry

General Information

Application Catalog

Deployment Types Specify information about how you want to display this application to users when they browse the Application Catalog.
To provide information in a speciic language, selact the language before you enter a description

Summary

Progress

Completion Selected language [Engish (United States) defaut <] [ AddRemove.. |
Localized application name: Notepad++ 6.68
User categories
User documentation: Browse
Link text:
Privacy URL:

Localized description

Keywords:

lean: lﬂ Browse...

[] Display this as a featured app and highlight t in the comparty portal

[ <Previous | [ Net> | [ Summary | [ Cancel
5. Choose to add a new deployment type.
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g‘ Deployment Types

ol Configure deployment types and the priority in which they will be applied for this
General Information app\ication
Application Catalog
Deployment types include information abou the installaion method and the source fie for this application
Summary
Progress Deployment types o
Completion

Fiter...

Prioty Name Type Languages

There are no items to show in this view.
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6. Choose to manually specify the new deployment type.



'3 Create Deployment Type Wizard [

g;g General

Specify settings for this deployment type

General Information

Content
Detection Method Deployment types include information about the installation method and source files for this application
User Experience

Requirements Type [Windows Installer (“msifile) -

Dependencies
Summary () Automatically idertify information about this deploymert type from installation files
Progress

Completion

@ Manually specify the deployment type information

7. Specify a name for the deployment type.

| Create Deployment Type Wizard &l

gj General Information

General

General Information

Content

Specify general information for this deployment type

Detection Method Applications can have any number of deploymert types. Deplayment types include links to content and settings that
User Experience specify how the contertt is delivered.

Requirements

Dependencies Name: Nolepad++ 6.68
Administrator comments: )
Summary
Progress N
Completion P : -

8. Choose to browse to the to Content Location. This is where you're source files are located and should be a UNC path. Since this is not an
MSI based install, you'll need to manually specify the setup program e.g. "setup.exe.” You should store the file in



\\sprockets\uploads\yourfoldername\applicationfolder (each application should be in its own folder).
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&3 Create Deployment Type Wizard
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gg Content

General Specify information about the content to be delivered to target devices

General Information

Detection Method
ection Hetho devices. Allthe corterts in the path speciied wil be delivered.
User Experience

Requirements

Content location: \\scom'\AppDeployment’\Software\Notepad-++ 6.6

Dependencies
[7] Persist cortent inthe client cache

BranchCache.

Specify the command used to install this content.

Installation program: notepadplusplus nstall exe /5
Installation start in:

Configuration Manager can remove installations of this content if an uninstall program is specified below.

Specify the location of the deploymert type's content and other settings that control how content is delivered to target

Summary
Progress Allow clierts to share content with other clients on the same subnet
Completion This option allows clierts that use Windows BranchCache to download content from on-premises distribution poirts.

Content downloads from cloud-based distribution paints can always be shared by clients that use Windows

Uninstsll program uninstall cmd]

Uninstall start in:

[] Run installation and uninstall program as 32-bit process on 64-bit clients

< Previous

Next >

Browse:

Cancel

9. You'll need to specify a means to detect whether the application is installed. This can be in the form of an MSI product code (some exe
installers are wrappers for MSI), a registry entry, or file located on the system. This example will use a file based detection rule. Note: The
option "This file or folder is associated with a 32-bit application on 64-bit systems" maybe be necessary for 32-bit applications. This

is because 32-bit applications will install to the "C:\Programs Files (x86)"

on 64-bit systems instead of using "C:\Program Files". Using this

setting along with the %Program Files% environment variable will ensure that the correct path will be selected, regardless of architecture

type.

| Detection Rule

[S5)

Create a rule that indicates the presence of this application.

Setting Type: File System

Specify the file or folder to detect this application.

This file or folder is associated with a 32-bit application on 64-bit systems.

() Thefile system setting must exist on the target system to indicate presence of this application

@ The file system setting must satisfy the following rule to indicate the presence of this application

Type: File: v]
Path: “%ProgramFilesf\Notepad ++ Browse...
File or folder name: notepad++ exe

Property: [Version hd ]
Operator: [ Equals = ]
Value: 6.6.8.0

[ ok

10. Next you'll need to select user experience settings. Typically it's recommended to select Install for system, Whether or not user is
logged on, and Hidden. This will install the application for all users and in a silent manner.



i3 Create Deployment Type Wizard

e Specify user experience setlings for the application
General Information

Content

Detection Method

Installation behavior: [Install for system ']

Requirements

egmenenrs [ Winether or not a useris logged en -
Dependencies
Summary Installation program visibility: [Hidden v]
Progress
Completion

Specify the maximum run time and estimated installation time of the deployment program for this application. The
estimated installation time displays to the user when the application installs.

Masimum allowed run time: (minutes): 120 =

Estimated installation time mintes) 0 z

[ <previous | [ Nea> | [ summary |[ Cancel |

11. You may choose to select certain requirements of the client on the next window. For example, you may want to specify a certain
operating, total amount of system RAM, minimum CPU speed, etc.

o
f__@ Create Depleyment Type Wizard
& Specify installation requirements for this deployment type
i General Information
Content
Detection Method Specify any requiremertts, such as hardware features or the operating system version, that devices must have before they
User Ex can install this deployment type. Corfiguration Manager verfies that these requirements are met before contert is
ser bxpenence deployed to the device.
Dependencies
Requirements:
Summary
P [Fiter...
Completion Requirement Typs Operstor Values
Total physicalmemory ] Greaterthan or equalte 4036 VB
=
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12. You can choose to select software dependencies to install if necessary. The final window is a summary of all the settings for this

deployment type. Click Next when you're done and then click Close.
13. You'll be back at the deployment types windows in your Application Wizard. Click Next to continue and then click Next at the summary.

Click Close when you're finished.

Determining Uninstall Program

Each application may have a different method for uninstalling the application. As mentioned earlier, some exe setups are actually wrappers for
MSI installers. The MSI uninstall strings can be found in the registry:

HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE \ SOFTWARE \ Microsoft \ Windows \ CurrentVersion \ Uninstall {application GUID}

You should be able to figure out the application by looking at the DisplayName for each GUID. When you find the correct GUID, the correct
uninstall string is "msiexec /x ??{GUID} /q"



For other exe based installers, you may need to check with the developer to determine the correct method for uninstalling the application via
command line.

Testing procedures

The following scenarios are possible with a rollout of software and need to be tested for ahead of time based on your department setup.
® Test when application being deployed is not installed on machine (clean install).
® Test when application is being upgraded on machine.
® Test when application is already in use (worst case scenario).

After installation, test the following:

® Did the machine reboot? It shouldn't. If a reboot is required, considering putting it in the software center.
® Does the application open and work as intended? Try opening / saving some kind of document depending on program.

See Also

® Microsoft Endpoint Configuration Manager (MECM) Landing Page


http://kb.mit.edu/confluence/display/istcontrib/Microsoft+Endpoint+Configuration+Manager+%28MECM%29+Landing+Page

