How do | install Debathena via PXE?

How do | install Debathena via PXE?

On this page:

Context

Answer
Requirements
Installation

Context

The PXE installation method is a good choice if you do not currently have a version of Debian or Ubuntu installed on your computer and your
computer is directly connected to MITnet. Please note the PXE may not be enabled on all campus networks.

. You are strongly encouraged to install Debathena using the install script if at all possible (see How do | install Debathena on my
personal computer?).

Answer

Requirements

® You must be a student, faculty or staff with a valid Kerberos ID.

® You must be on the MIT campus and have a wired Ethernet connection to MITnet. See How do | configure my computer to connect to
MITnet via a wired Ethernet connection? for more information.

® You must have a static IP address. Instructions for registering for and configuring your computer to use a static IP address are available
at How do | configure my computer to connect to MITnet via a wired Ethernet connection?.

® The PXE installer makes use of Ubuntu's text-based installer. It is noticeably different from ubi qui t y, the graphical installer on the
Ubuntu CD. If you have never installed Ubuntu or Debian before, you may wish to use the graphical installer instead.

® Your computer must be configured to boot over the network. Many computers (the Dell Optiplex 7xx series, for example) do not come
with PXE enabled by default, so it must be explicitly enabled in the BIOS. Consult your computer's documentation for more information.

Installation

1. Configure your computer to boot over the network. Most often, this is done by pressing one of the function keys at boot time to select a
boot device. Consult the documentation that came with your computer for more information.

2. Once your computer connects to the PXE server, a brief welcome message will be displayed, and you will be prompted to press the F8
key.


http://kb.mit.edu/confluence/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=152594763
http://kb.mit.edu/confluence/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=152594763
http://kb.mit.edu/confluence/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=3908389
http://kb.mit.edu/confluence/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=3908389
http://kb.mit.edu/confluence/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=3908389

Note: If you do not press the F8 key, the PXE server will load the Windows installer for the W N. M T. EDU environment. If this happens,
you will need to reboot your computer and try again.

Network boot from AMD AM79CH78A
Copyright (C) 2883-2885 UMware, Inc.
Copyright (C) 1997-2888 Intel Corporation

CLIENT MAC ADDR: B8 BC 29 B4 48 B1 GUID: 564DBDB5-4914-D478-E628-240FE2B448B1
CLIENT IP: 18.152.7.158 MASK: 255.255.8.8 DHCP IP: 18.7.21.127
GATEHAY IP: 1§.152.8.1

Welcome to MITnet's PXE boot servicet Press [F8]1 for menu optioms... (8)

3. At the PXE menu, use the arrow keys to select Debathena, and press Enter.

etwork boot from AMD AM79C978A
opyright (C) 2883-2885 UMware, Inc.
opyright (C) 1997-2888 Intel Corporation

LIENT MAC ADDR: B8 6BC 29 78 7E 83 GUID: 564D4BAA-FI961-35EA-9389-542F83787E63
LIENT IP: 18.152.7.192 M™MASK: 255.255.8.8 DHCP IP: 18.7.21.127
ATEWAY IP: 18.152.8.1

WIN.HMIT. EDU-RIS
Athena

WIN.MIT. EDU-UWDS
UMware ESX 3.5u4
RHEL-5.1 (64-bhit)
Debathena

GParted Live

4. The installer script will attempt to configure its network connection via DHCP, and will then present you with a list of installation options
(more about them next).
omecting to 18.9.60.73 (18.9.60.73:80)

ebathena- jaunty.tar 1002 | | 10604 —-:—:— ETA
elcome to Athena.

hoose one:

1: Perform an unattended install, ERASING your
ENTIRE DISK. This option is only intended for people setting up
public cluster machines maintained by IS&T-fAithena. If you select
this option, you hereby agree with the license terms at:
<http:rrdlc.sun.consdl j/DLJ-ul.1.txt>,

Sun’s Operating System Distributor License for Java version 1.1.

Do a . You'll need to answer normal Ubuntu
install prompts, and then the Athena-specific prompts, including

choosing which flavor of Debathena you’d like (e.g., private workstation).

: Punt to a completely (Jaunty Jackalope).
(Note: locale and keyboard have already been set.)

4: sbinssh (for rescue purposes)

hoose :

5. Choose an installation option.

® debathena-cluster
This option was used by IS&T for installing workstations in the public Athena clusters, and is not intended for general use. It will
DESTROY all data on your hard drive and replace it with an Athena cluster installation, and you will not be given the opportunity
to select manual disk partitioning. Additionally, the end system will not be configurable, as it is designed for public cluster user
only.

® normal debathena install



This option will install the current version of Ubuntu, and then run the Debathena installer, which will allow you to select the
Debathena-metapackage you wish to install. For more information on the available Debathena-metapackages, see Which
Debathena metapackage should | install?.

vanilla install of Ubuntu 9.0

This option will install the specified version of Ubuntu (currently Ubuntu 9.04), with no Debathena additions. Note that this uses
the text-based installer, not the graphical Ubuntu installer.

/bin/sh

This option is intended for advanced users only and is a last-resort method of rescuing an existing installation. It provides a shell
and minimally functional Linux environment. Users will need to mount their local drives themselves, and support for all
filesystems and partition schemes may not be available. Whenever possible, consider using an Ubuntu CD for rescue purposes.

Default

If you are unsure which option you want, select the second choice, a normal Debathena install. Initially, you will proceed
through the normal Ubuntu installation process. This process is documented in the Ubuntu 9.04 Installation Guide .
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