Configure Automatic Updates on a Windows Machine

Configure Automatic Updates on a Windows Machine
| want to make sure that Windows updates as well as other updates for Microsoft products will automatically install on my machine.
On this page:

Windows 10
Windows 7 SP1

Windows 10

1. Go to Start > Settings.
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2. Once the Settings page opens click on Update & Security
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System Devices Network & Internet Personalization Accounts
Display, notifications, Bluetooth, printers, Wi-Fi, airplane mode, Background, lock Your accounts, email,
apps, power mouse VPN screen, colors sync, work, other users
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Update & security
Windows Update,
recovery, backup

Location, camera

3. Select Windows Update on the left.

Please Note: Windows 10 is set to Automatically download and install updates so there is nothing needed to be
configured expect for advanced options.

The option Check online for updates from Microsoft Update is unchecked by default if you are using WAUS (see the tip at the bottom



of this page.) Checking this option allows additional updates to be installed from Microsoft. When a restart is required Windows will
prompt you to schedule a restart or will do so when you are not using your machine.
You can also manually check for updates by clicking Check for updates.
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Windows Defender

Windows Update

Backup
Your device is up to date. Last checked: Today, 4:23 PM
Recovery
Check for updates
Activation

Available updates will be downloaded and installed automatically.
For developers

Looking for info on the latest updates?

Learn more

Check online for updates from Microsoft Update.

Advanced options

Optional: If you select Advanced Options you can enable the following options:

® Give me updates for other Microsoft products when | update Windows - This allows updates for programs like Office to also

be downloaded and installed.
® Defer Upgrades - This allows only security updates to be installed and any feature updates to be deferred for a few months.
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€53 ADVANCED OPTIONS

Choose how updates are installed

Automatic (recommended)

Keep everything running smoothly. We'll restart your device automatically when you're not using it. Updates won't
download over a metered connection (where charges may apply).

[ ] Give me updates for other Microsoft products when | update Windows.

[ ] Defer upgrades
Learn more

View your update history

Choose how updates are delivered

Windows 7 SP1

1. Goto Start > Control Panel > System and Security.
Result: The System and Security window opens.
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Control Panel H .
g Action Center

Review your computer's status and resolve issues
'@ Change User Account Control settings | Troubleshoot commeon computer problems

System and Security

Network and Internet Restore your computer to an earlier time

Hardware and Sound

Windows Firewall
Programs Check firewall status | Allow a program through Windows Firewall

User Accounts and Family

Safety ﬂ!&" System

View amount of RAM and processor speed | Check the Windows Experience Index
Appearance and B P P
Personalization ) Allow remote access | Seethe name of this computer | # Device Manager

Clock, Language, and Region L?']) Windows Update
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Ease of Access Turn automatic updating on or off | Check for updates | View installed updates

Power Options
Require a password when the computer wakes | Change what the power buttons do
Change when the computer slesps

Mta Backup and Restore

€3¢ Back up your computer | Restore files from backup

=8 BitLocker Drive Encryption
Protect your computer by encrypting data on your disk | Manage BitLocker

Administrative Tools
Free up disk space | Defragment your hard drive
) Create and format hard disk partitions | @) View eventlogs | W Schedule tasks

. Flash Player

2. Click on Windows Update.
Result: The Windows Update window opens.
Tip: This page will show when the most recent updates were installed. They should be occurring at least once a month.

=] » Control Panel » System and Security » Windows Update Search Control Panel
Control Panel Home o
Windows Update
Check for updates
e o @ No important updates available
Restore hidden updates 43 optional updates are available No updates are currently selected.
Updates: frequently asked
questions
Most recent check for updates:  Today at 3:37 PM
Updates were installed: 12/2/2011 at 4:56 PM. View updste history
You receive updates: For Windows and other products from Micrasoft Update
Find out more about free software from Microsoft Update. Click here for details.
See also
Tnstalled Updates

3. Click on Change settings.
Result: The Choose how Windows can install updates window opens.
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Choose how Windows can install updates

When your computer is online, Windows can autematically check for important updates and install them
using these settings. When new updates are available, you can alse install them before shutting down the
computer.

How does autematic updating help me?

Important updates
@' [InstaH updates automatically (recommended) =
Install new updates: | Every day | at [300aMm -

Recommended updates

[] Give me recommended updates the same way I receive important updates
Who can install updates

[7] Allow all users to install updates on this computer
Microsoft Update

Give me updates for Microsoft products and check for new optional Microsoft software when 1
update Windows

Software notifications

[ Show me detailed notifications when new Microsoft software is available

Note: Windows Update might update itself automatically first when checking for other updates. Read our
privacy statement online.

4. Set drop menu to Install updates automatically (recommended) and choose the frequency and time of day you wish the update to take
place.

Tip: Choose a time when your computer is turned on. Every day or every week is recommended.
5. Click OK.
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The MIT Windows Automatic Update Service (WAUS) is also available to those members of the MIT community who wish to
utilize Microsoft's Automatic Update feature with a more conservative selection of patches — focused on critical security updates
— than those available directly from Microsoft.

See also

® MIT Windows Automatic Update Service (WAUS)
® Windows 10 Landing Page


http://ist.mit.edu/waus
http://kb.mit.edu/confluence/display/istcontrib/MIT+Windows+Automatic+Update+Service+-+WAUS
http://kb.mit.edu/confluence/display/istcontrib/Windows+10+Landing+Page

